THE    NEW    ABSOLUTISM
the fictions of subjective promptings.  The reality would still be
of the same harsh and deliberate ruthlessness.
The danger that faces the whole of the civilized world lies in the
fact that it must mobilize all its forces in order to emerge from this
world crisis, and that the apparatus of control of this mobilization
may "take charge" and work for its own ends, subjecting all life
to its control. All administrative machinery has the tendency to
become a law unto itself, to work for ends of its own devising, and
most of aU will machinery furnished with the unlimited power of
absolutism tend to do so.
None of these questions, which concerned us on a smaller scale
in Germany ten years ago, has yet lost its importance. They are
coming now within the field of vision of the great Western
democracies. Is not, for example, the competitive economic
system so completely upset and compromised that nothing can
take its place but universal planning, a control of production and
consumption independent of the mechanism of the market, a
rationing system, as we call it to-day, the rationed supply con-
sisting not of the total of the millions of individual wants but of
a quantity fixed according to a programme which is determined
by non-economic considerations? We imagined ten years ago that
a line could be taken along which the advantages of a planned
economy could be united with those of the system of free com-
petition. What actually happened was first a revelation of the
weaknesses of both systems, and then the victory of total
planning.
We placed our trust in the elements of self-government, and
imagined that we could attain an order in which the organizations
of trade and industry and the social services would develop into
independent corporations. We imagined that we should be able
to extend this element of autonomy to the institutions of intel-
lectual life and to create a sort of plural State. But was self-
government any longer possible in this age of mechanization? Is
not one of the most characteristic traits of our new reality that
autonomous bodies are simply "traffic hindrances"?
Bureaucratization is regarded to-day as the inevitable conse-
quence of our machine age. But the worst feature of bureau-
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